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Grants Relieve Taxpayers
Submitted by Ed Kokkelenberg, Fire Commissioner

The Danby Fire District has been awarded two new 
grants totaling more than $130,000. FEMA’s $125,000 

grant is for new self-contained breathing apparatus or SCBA 
equipment, our firefighters’ protection against the nasty 
stuff in smoke. A $7,500 grant from the Triad Foundation 
is intended for an air compressor to fill the SCBAs.
"e Danby Fire District has reinvigorated its efforts to 
seek grants to provide needed apparatus, equipment, 
and training to serve the needs of our community. We 
appreciate any thoughts readers may have on this topic.
"e Danby Fire District is comprised of two fire de-
partments, Danby and West Danby, and provides fire 
and rescue services to our community 24x7 using an 
all-volunteer force. For more information on volunteer-
ing, contact either department chief; West Danby, Scott 
Wendt, [swendt@danbyfiredistrict.org], or in Danby, 
John Gaden, [jgaden@danbyfiredistrict.org], or call 
607.319.4721. #

Have You Seen Me?
Submitted bu Isabelle Sibley

Ithaca College’s Department of Environmental Stud-
ies & Sciences is looking for sightings of the American 

Black Bear.
Previous deforestation 
of the New York State 
area has allowed for the 
eradication of many 
once common species 
including the American 
Black Bear.
Compiling Black Bear 
sightings will help us to 
determine the speed of 
repopulation in Tomp-
kins County. Please 
help us to understand 
the status of this species 
in Danby and around 
Tompkins County.
To report sightings, con-

tact Jason Hamilton, [jhamilton@ithaca.edu] 
with the location and time of last bear sight-
ing.
If you see a black bear, don’t worry! Interactions 
with humans are rare. Keep trash cans and open 
food away from bear-accessible areas. Keeping 
food out will encourage the presence of bears 
and consequently put them in danger. #

Don’t Let Your 
Veggies
Grow Up to be 
Compost!
Submitted by Jeanine Huber

Have extra produce 
from your garden or 

CSA share? Donate it!
If you’re anything like me, 
you get so excited digging 
in the dirt in the spring, 
you can’t help but to plant 
more food than you can 
use. Although composting 
your vegetables is better 
than sending them to the 

Jennings Pond:
Swimming, Fishing,
and Family Outings
Jennings Pond is open for the summer. See ar-
ticle on page 9.
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We would like to thank these sponsors for their help:July 2017
Layout: Ted Crane
Count-n-Label Crew: 
Julie and her family; Ted and 
Pamela; Katharine and Scott, 
and others.
Post Office Crew:

Julie Clougherty, 
Katharine Hunter
Scott Davis

To contribute:
Danby Area News
PO Box 6886
Ithaca, NY 14851-6886
Phone: 607.273.8678
Email: [danbynews@tedcrane.com]

Text submissions:
Send text in the body of an 
Email message (not as an at-
tachment); or mail typewritten 
copy, double-spaced on white 
paper. Short handwritten 
submissions accepted; please 
write legibly.

Graphics: JPEG preferred for 
photos, GIF for line graphics. 
PNG also works.Check with 
editor before sending hard-
copy graphics.

Deadline is the 15th of the 
month. Materials may be 
accepted later if time allows. 
Submissions should gener-
ally not exceed one page. We 
cannot print political material 
or letters of opinion.

The Danby Area News (DAN) is a 
publication of the Danby Com-
munity Council (DCC) produced 
by contract with the Town of 
Danby. All statements are those 
of the contributors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
the editors, sponsors, the DCC 
and its officers, or officials and 
employees of the town of Danby 
All works remain © of the con-
tributors. Please provide a SASE 
if you wish to have materials 
returned. The DAN and DCC are 
not responsible for typographic or 
other errors.

PATRON:

ARNOLD PRINTING CORP • 604 West Green Street • 607.272.7800

High Quality Printing Services • Recycled papers / Soy based inks 
Complete Digital pre-press • Family owned and operated

Highland Farms Boarding 

Kennel and Store
168 West Miller Road • 607.273.3251 
[www.highlandfarmskennel.com]

Danby Community Church

“Serving God and Community”
1859 Danby Road • 607.272.1687 
[www.danbychurch.org]

Barn-Livin’ LLC

Green Homes for Blue Collars

[www.barnlivin.com] • 607.742.9464

Rustic Eco Barn Homes Under $100/sq.ft.

Act Green Be Green Insulation

Free Energy Audits •  Low Interest Financing

New York State Grants • 607.319.0766

AGBG Electric Company, Inc.

New Service or Small Jobs

Insured • 607.319.0766

Jefferson Colman
Custom Portable Homes

607.279.3757

FRIENDS:

COME HOME TO TENWOOD LODGE
Fabulous • Spacious • Unique

Family Reunions • Vacation Rental • B&B

Making treasured family memories since 2013.

[tenwoodlodge.com] • 607.273.9546

SUPPORTERS:

Danby News Notes
Submitted by Ted Crane
Submission Guidelines: Before 
submitting an item for the Danby 
News, please have a look at the Sub-
mission Guidelines. You can request 
them by Email from the editor at 
[danbynews@tedcrane.com] or find 
them at [danbyny.org/DanbyNews]. If 
you’re thinking of sending something 
for publication in the Danby News, 
there’s two documents to read: the 

Guidelines and the Submission Guide-
lines at the same web location.
You’ll learn what is, and isn’t accept-
able material for publication. If it’s 
acceptable, we’ll make an effort to in-
clude it; generally, we print everything 
we receive! You’ll find hints about how 
to prepare a submission. Following 
these guidelines makes the editing and 
layout easier.
A terse version of these guidelines is in 
the left-hand column of this page. #

Are you interested in becoming a sponsor? 
Help the Danby News build community! 
For info, contact [danbynews@tedcrane.com].
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Town Clerk’s Desktop
Submitted by Pamela Goddard, Town Clerk
Accessibility
Accessibility can have different meanings in the context of 
local government. "is is especially true in the relationship 
between accessibility and the Town Clerk’s office.

Residents may be looking for access to their elect-
ed officials and professional staff, in order to ask 

questions and express their concerns. "ere may be 
a need for access to information and documentation 

of all kinds. "e Town Clerk’s office is 
quite literally the “information booth” 
for many municipalities, and Danby is 
no exception.
For those with physical impairments, 
accessibility can be as basic as their ease 
and ability to enter a building and use 
the facilities. We are trying to make 
our Town Hall as accessible as possible.  
Plans are being made for alterations to 
Town Hall, to improve physical acces-
sibility. Our current wheelchair ramp is 
too steep and does not meet the require-
ments for public buildings. "e route 

from the parking lot to an accessible entrance has been 
problematic, especially because the sidewalk has dete-
riorated over time.
"e Town Board has been, and will be continue to be, 
discussing improvements. "ey are carefully consider-
ing what these changes will mean for the appearance of 
our historic building. A public information session will 
be part of Board meetings in the next month. Residents 
are encouraged to come, listen, and ask questions.
One of the services offered by the Town Clerks’ office 
is the issuance of hanging tags (for rearview mirrors) to 
permit use of accessible parking. 
For the benefit of our residents, here is a reminder 
about the process for receiving these parking permit 
tags. "ere are two kinds of tags: red for temporary 
permits and blue for permanent tags. Whether a re-
quest is for a temporary or permanent tag, the process 
starts with a prescription from your doctor or medical 
provider. "is should note the reason for the need and-
-for temporary permits--an estimated date of recovery. 
"ere is also a form that must be completed with basic 
residence and contact information.

When requesting a renewal, a follow up prescription 
from the issuing physician is required. It is also recom-
mended for a renewal of a permanent access parking 
permit. "e renewal process can be done by mail but 
it is faster and easier if done in person. Please note that 
only one tag is issued and it with the person, not with 
a vehicle. "e permit can be only be used in a vehicle 
carrying the person to whom it was issued.
People may or may not have noticed a change in the 
design of these hang tag permits. Last year the NYS 
Department of Transportation changed the name from 
“handicap permits” to “accessible permits”. "e wheel-
chair icon is now more dynamic and pictures action 
and ability. "e bottom line for permit holders is, they 
have an injury or condition that makes it harder to 
move around and it is appropriate for them to have a 
preferred and reserved parking spot at businesses and 
municipal locations. "at condition may not be obvi-
ous to the eye.
As a reminder, the Town Clerk’s office is open and ac-
cessible (in all meanings of the word) 10am-5pm Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday. During summer 
hours, until early September, we are closed on "urs-
days, Saturdays, and Sundays.
You can always reach us by phone, 607.277.4788, and 
by Email, [townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]. #

Danby Community Park
Annual Meeting
Submitted by Julie Clougherty

Wondering what’s happening in Dotson Park 
this summer? Come to the Danby Community 

Park Association’s Annual Meeting and find out!
We will meet on "ursday, July 20, 6-8pm at the pa-
vilion in Dotson Park. Projects on the books for this 
summer include Phase One of the natural playground, 
installation of an ice-skating area, expansion of the disc 
golf course, and more.
"e meeting includes a dish-to-pass supper and we wel-
come everyone to come, dish or not. Dotson Park is 
your park, so we hope to see you there! #
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West Danby Water District Update
Submitted by Tod Sukontarak, Water Commissioner

The Water District commissioners met on June 
14 to discuss several maintenance issues for our 

infrastructure.
We are now at the 3 year anniversary of having our new 
water tank installed. "e recommended tank inspec-
tion and cleaning period is three to five years. During 
the meeting we all agreed that we prefer to be on the 
early part of the sched-
ule for the first cleaning, 
to get an idea of what 
three years of sediment 
looks like...before pos-
sibly deciding we can 
go with the five year in-
terval next time. We are 
now getting the paper-
work in order to  begin 
the bidding process.
While at the NYRWA 
annual conference in Niagara Falls in May, I learned 
that we should have the well itself inspected and pos-
sibly cleaned. We haven’t been on a schedule for this at 
all. Money spent having an inspection even if we are 
not in need of cleaning will be good investment.
If it turns out that we do need our well cleaned, it can 
be done during the same visit as the inspection. "ere 
are fewer companies that inspect and clean wells (com-
pared to tanks) and we are researching them.
"e last infrastructure issue to be addressed this sum-
mer is having the roof on the pump house repaired. It 
is leaking on the west side. #

Danby Fun Day 2017
Danby Fun Day 2017 is not happening in July 2017.
During June, a committee began meeting to plan for an 
event in the Fall, probably on September 23.
"e Fire Department, whose members have been car-
rying a triple burden for several years—the overall or-
ganization, major fundraisers like the food concession 
and the Chinese Auction, as well as smaller activities—
asked for help from the Danby community.
More than a dozen people have stepped for-
ward so far, and the committee is looking for 
more volunteers. If you can help, please contact 
[sgaden@danbyfiredepartment.org].
You’ll be hearing more about the event in the August 
and September issues of the Danby News. Keep the 
date available and get ready for Fall Fun. #

Danby Bicentennial
Dedication Celebration!
Submitted by Alexandra Pfeifer, Town Co-Historian

On Saturday, August 12, 10am, the Town of Danby 
will unveil its Bicentennial Sign at Town Hall.

2017 marks the 200th anniversary of Tompkins Coun-
ty, which officially became a county on April 7, 1817. 
Tompkins County is commemorating this milestone by 
having new roadside signs, 
created by the Tomp-
kins County Bicenten-
nial Commission, for the 
nine towns and the City of 
Ithaca, as well as for Hector and Covert, two towns that 
used to be part of the County.
Danby’s sign, which is located in front of the Town 
Hall, is light blue with a dark blue border and looks 
very dignified from the road. When visiting the Town 
Hall, make sure you take a look at the inscription.
Sweet Melissa’s will be at the ceremony providing free 
Tompkins Swirl Ice Cream, a limited-time special fla-
vor made especially for the Bicentennial. History and 
Ice Cream—what could be better?
If you would like more information on the Tompkins 
County Bicentennial, visit [tc200.org].
Mark your calendars for August 12, 10am, and be a 
part of history!. #
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• [townclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon-Tue-Wed-Fri, 10am–5pm; Saturday, 10am-Noon
[highway@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon–"u, 6am–4:30pm
[code@townofdanbyny.org]

Mon–Wed, 9am–5pm; "u, 12:30-5:30pm
[courtclerk@townofdanbyny.org]

All offices at Danby Town Hall except where noted.

Town Office Info

Supervisor’s Update
Submitted by Ric Dietrich, Town of Danby Supervisor

This month I would like to draw your attention 
to our July Board meetings.

In past issues of the Danby News, I have indicated that 
the Town Board was reviewing plans for renovations to 
our Town Hall. "ose plans will be presented for ap-
proval in July.
"e changes to Town Hall will include a new, code-
compliant handicapped entrance, and a new door and 
windows for the “front”, east side of the building that 
faces NYS Rt.96B. Inside the new doorway, improved 
storage spaces along  with fresh paint are being consid-
ered for approval.

A second, related proposal includes a cleanup and rede-
sign for the “side”, north entrance that faces the parking 
lot (the doors that most people currently use to enter 
the building).
Your input is important to us, so try to make this meet-
ing on July 10. 
I wrote last month that the Solar PV project (on the 
grounds of the Highway Department, but also serving 
Town Hall and the Fire Departments, was shovel ready. 
It still is, but is still stalled pending finalization by the 
group that is providing up-front financing. Let’s try for 
good news in July!
Culverts, bridges, ditching, and paving, will disrupt 
some travel in Danby, but I guess you already got that.
A new local law intended to promote the use of smaller 
Solar PV systems in Danby—and regulate larger, com-
mercial installations—will also be reviewed during July. 
We’ve included input from both local residents and the 
County’s Planning Board.
We’re beginning the process of creating, proposing, and 
discussing some changes to our Zoning Ordinance. 
"ese have been on the agenda for several Town Board 
meetings, and will continue to be during the summer 
and fall. Topics that have been mentioned include the 
review and possible elimination of our mostly unused 
Planned Development Zones and the review of our 
rules for Special Permits. Both of these practices are no 
longer commonly used in Zoning—and have proved 
troublesome in Danby.
If you have any questions or concerns, contact me at 
[supervisor@townofdanbyny.org]. #

Tiny Houses In Dotson Park!
Bluebird Families Need Only Apply
Submitted by Alison Christie, Community Park Association

During the spring of 2016, Danby’s Community 
Council invited local families to participate in 

bluebird house construction. "e resulting fifteen or so 
houses were to be installed in Danby’s Dotson Park. 
On a gorgeous, warm, late April afternoon this year, 
after letting the houses winter over, eleven of the hous-
es were installed in Dotson Park by DCC members 
and their families. It turns out that birds prefer some 
‘weathering’ of their accommodations before setting up 
housekeeping.
"e next step is the establishment of an official Nest-
watch program in Dotson Park. "rough this Citizen 
Science program, Danby families and residents become 
Nestwatch-certified and will be able to participate in 
gathering data on nesting events in the boxes. We will 
organize volunteers to oversee and to participate in this 
program early next year.
Following a recent bird walk in Dotson Park, local 
birding guru Bill Evans reported on the DCC’s Face-
book page that all of the houses were already occupied 
by...House Wrens. Apparently, the wrens didn’t get the 
memo that these are bluebird boxes. Next time you are 
strolling in Dotson Park, look for the bluebird boxes 
and take a careful peek inside.
Contact [dotsonpark@gmail.com] to express your inter-
est in volunteering for this project. #
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‹ Donate Your Veggies, cont’d from front page—

County Legislature Update
Submitted by Dan Klein, Tompkins County Legislator

There are always plenty of big issues going on. 
Today I’m going to write about some small things 

I’ve been working on.
Last month, the County Legislature authorized spend-
ing $10,254 a year to provide public WiFi internet ac-
cess in four locations in Tompkins County government 
buildings that are used heavily by the public. Having 
access to the internet is becoming an expectation in our 
society. In addition, we encourage people to participate 
in County government. Increasingly, participating in-
volves access to the internet to look at agendas and sup-
porting documents being discussed at meetings.
Like many things, there were questions to be answered 
before just flipping a switch to provide public WiFi ac-
cess. After considering options, we decided to use an 
outside vendor to provide the service. "is provides secu-
rity to our existing computer network, greater bandwith 
than we could easily and reliably provide, minimal in-
put from our already very busy Information Technology 
staff, and no need for future maintenance or upgrades.
We will soon have login information and rules posted 
in some County government meeting spaces.
Another non-headline grabber that I have been work-
ing on is credit card acceptance by the County. Right 
now, we do not accept credit card payment for most of 
our services. We are looking into what it will take for 

our financial systems to accommodate this. Also, we 
are considering several policy questions associated with 
this upcoming change.
One policy issue has to do with how credit cards work. 
When you charge your groceries to your credit card, 
the store is charged a fee by the credit card company. 
"e store passes that cost along to you in the form of 
higher prices on groceries, regardless of whether or not 
you pay by credit card.
"e County will also get charged this extra fee. By law, we 
can’t pass this extra fee on to everyone as the stores do, so 
we will likely tack on a surcharge for use of credit cards. 
"ere is probably no other way we can accept credit cards.
Some legislators have also questioned the ethics of al-
lowing credit cards to be used for paying taxes. "e is-
sue being raised is that maybe some low income people 
will get in worse financial condition by using credit 
cards and incurring ongoing penalties and interest if 
they are not able to meet their payments.
I am happy to work on the smaller stuff as well as the 
big stuff. "e big stuff is obviously important, but small 
things affect our quality of life too. One of my favorite 
quotes is, “It isn’t the mountain ahead that will wear 
you out--it’s the grain of sand in your shoe.”
Feel free to contact me with questions or comments: 
[danbydan@hotmail.com] or 607.272.7582. #

landfill, you know you already have more than enough 
plant matter for the compost. It seems wasteful when 
you know there are people all around you who would 
love to eat your vegetables, even if you can’t remember 
when a zucchini felt like a treat.
Friendship Donations Network’s /Neighborhood Food 
Hubs/ make donating garden produce easy. Simply 
drop off your extra vegetables, fruit, and eggs at one of 
the seventeen Neighborhood Food Hubs and they will 
be distributed by area food programs the next day!
Danby’s hubs will, once again, be located at 222 Bald 
Hill Road and at the corner of Marsh and Hornbrook 
Roads, both on Wednesdays, 8am-8pm, July 12-Oc-
tober 11. Donations will be distributed by the Danby 
Food Pantry; on weeks when pantry isn’t held, directly 
to other individuals and food pantries in the area.

No donation is too small. An extra tomato here, an ex-
tra zucchini there, it all adds up quickly. In the first four 
years of the program, local gardeners and CSA mem-
bers donated more than 15,000 pounds of produce!
"ere is at least one active Neighborhood Food Hub on 
every day of the week somewhere in Danby, Dryden, 
Groton, Ithaca, Newfield, or Trumansburg. For a com-
plete listing, visit [friendshipdonations.org/hubs/]. 
If you have questions or would like more information, 
please contact us, [hubs@friendshipdonations.org] or 
607.216.9522.
About Friendship Donations Network:
Founded in 1988 by Sara Pines, Friendship Donations 
Network rescues fresh, nutritious food from stores and 
farms--food that would otherwise be thrown away--
and redistributes it to neighbors in need. Each week 
2,000 people are served by the program, and nearly 
1,400 pounds of good food is diverted each day from 
the landfill. #
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Cayuga Klezmer Kapelye in Town Hall, April 9. Photo: ted crane

Events ’Round Town
"is column appears monthly, featuring brief descriptions of 
events—current and upcoming months—around Danby. If 
you have a non-profit event that the general public is invited 
to…send a notice to the Danby News!

Danby Community Church
Red Cross Blood Drive: Friday, July 14, 1-6pm.
Rummage and Yard Sale: Friday, July 28, 3-7pm, and 
Saturday, July 29, 9am-Noon.
Sundaes on Wednesdays: Ice Cream and Musical Perfor-
mances. Wednesdays, starting August 2. Free Ice Cream 
at 6:30pm, music at 7pm.

(music at 6pm)

/e Great Room at Slow Lane
Contra Dancing: Most Fridays, 8pm. Beginners 
welcome, no partner needed, dances taught. Info: 
607.273.8678.
Scandinavian Dancing: music by Stefhan Ohlström 
and Stephen Ellner. Sunday, July 30, 2pm. #

Fire District Remembers
Volunteers Who Have Died
Submitted by Ed Kokkelenberg, Fire Commissioner

The Danby Fire District is staffed by volunteers, 
from the chiefs down through the ranks to the 

newest newbie. Sometimes we are injured while trying 
to help you; once, one of ours died at a fire scene. Many 
of ours have passed on from other causes.
Today, we honor our dead.
Died in the Line of Duty
On January 7, 1956, Norman Mabee, a Danby vol-
unteer fireman died fighting a fire that destroyed the 
Danby Town Barn. He collapsed after entering the 
burning barn to remove equipment. Coroner Ralph 
Low determined Mabee suffered a heart attack com-
plicated by smoke poisoning. "e cause of the blaze in 
the two-story frame barn was determined to be sparks 
from a wood fire that had escaped through a break in 
the chimney.

Died after years of Volunteer Service

Erik J. Gaden Neil Nelson Dennis Pollack
Beatrice Hogben Ed Roberts Edgar Oltz
Harry Evilen Judd Leonard Judith Oltz
Mike Quinlan Ray Seeley Richard Oltz
and Gene Beavers, Fire Commissioner
Gene Beavers served as Fire Commissioner, Water 
Commissioner, and on the Town Board of Danby.
"is list may not be complete. If you have a photo of 
those honored, we would appreciate a copy. If you have 
any comments, corrections or additions, please contact 
[edwk@lightlink.com]. It would be good to develop 
more information on each of our past volunteers. #
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Mobile Food Pantry
Submitted by Margie VanDeMark

The Mobile Food Pantry from the Food Bank of 
the Southern Tier will be at the Danby Community 

Church on Monday, July 24 (always the 4th Monday) at 
Noon. Anyone needing food is encouraged to come.
Please bring your own bags/boxes. "ere are usually pro-
duce and bakery items, dairy products, canned vegetables, 
and sometimes meats and personal care items. #

Danby Seniors Update
Submitted by Margie VanDeMark

The Danby Seniors will have their July meeting at 
Myers Gardens on July 6 (our usual first "ursday 

date) at 1pm. It will be our annual chicken BBQ.
"e event is dish to share, but no need to bring your 
table service. Sign ups are required; please call Margie, 
607.273.8046.
"ere is no regular meeting in August. We had a good 
turnout for our meeting on June 1 and we thank our 
hosts, Bill and Pat Dougherty, Jack and Nancy Gould, 
and Richard and Alice Humerez.
For our July 19 trip to Canandaigua--for Sonnenberg 
Gardens and lunch on the Canandaigua Lady—con-
tact Nancy Gould, 607.273.8705. For our August 22 
trip to Auburn for a museum visit, lunch at Lasca’s, and 
the Merry-Go-Round theater, contact Nancy Weitzel 
607.272.6570. #

Danby Book Club Update
Submitted by Janice Beal

The Danby Book Club meets on the third or 
fourth Sunday of each month,4pm, at one of our 

homes.
We read mostly non-fiction and are very focused on 
discussing the book. Refreshments are served.
Please join us! New members are always wel-
come. Questions? Contact me, 607.279.1480 or 
[beal.janice.e@gmail.com]. #

Women’s Fiction
Submitted by Joanne Farbman

The Women’s Fiction Book Club of Danby is 
currently meeting on the second Tuesday of each 

month at 1 pm. Since it’s a pretty new group, this 
schedule could change.
So, anyone interested in this new group should contact 
me at 607.280.3069 or [jsfarbman@gmail.com]. We’d 
love to have you! #

Mysteries in Danby’s Library
Submitted by Ted Crane

I’m a book addict. I like to read. I’ve even been 
called an ink drinker. And Danby’s Community Li-

brary has a never-ending supply of great reading.
Once upon a time, over a period of months, I borrowed 
every Science Fiction book on the shelves of my neigh-
borhood branch of the New York Public Library. And 
then began taking a bus to the next nearest branch.
Nowadays, I’m absorbing mysteries. Our local library 
in Danby has a great selection of mysteries. If you like 
dark, tense detectives, look for the Harry Hole series by 
Norwegian writer Jo Nesbo. If you like light reading, 
look for the brightly colored covers of Janet Evanovich’s 
whodunits. Like something inbetween? It’s there, too.
Do you travel a lot? Danby’s library has its own collec-
tion of books on CD—good stuff—and supplements 
the selection with BOCDs circulated by the Tompkins 
County Library. Recently, you could listen through 
several volumes of Charles Todd mysteries featuring 
British Detective Inspector Ian Rutledge, the PTSD-
suffering veteran of the Great War. Hint: check the box 
for the length of the book, and match it to the time 
you’ll spend in your car on a long trip! #

Southern Tompkins Town Talk
Submitted by Gay Huddle, Ithaca Journal Columnist

Please remember to send your stories to me for the 
Southern Tompkins Town Talk column that ap-

pears weekly in the Ithaca Journal.
I cover the neighborhoods of Danby, West Danby, 
Brooktondale, Newfield, and Upper South Hill. Pic-
tures (in JPEG format) are always welcome.
Please contact me at [gayhuddle@hotmail.com] or 
607.273.6530. #
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"e Danby Youth Flyer is funded in part by the United Way of Tompkins County

Community 
Council 

Youth Programs
The Danby Youth Program is committed to offering 
quality, stable, uninterrupted programs to the youth of 

Danby. Our search for a permanent manager continues 

as of press time. For updates, check us out on the web at 

[danbycc.org/YouthPrograms]. #

Danby Community Library
Submitted by Patti Meyers
Bulletin: We are changing our hours as of July: Tues-
days, 5-7pm and Fridays 1:30-3:30pm. Let us know if 
this meets your needs better. We will look at it again at 
the end of the summer.
Remember we are open for self-check when the Town 
Hall is open this summer (10am-5pm Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday, and Friday). Our outdoor book drop 
is always available for returns.
Bulletin: We need volunteers! Visit us during one of 
our volunteer meetings (First Saturday of the month at 
9am) to find out how you can help.
Bulletin: Did you know the style of NonFiction is 
changing? It is more narrative and tell a story based 
on actual facts. Check out our NonFiction section for 
some new reads.
Bulletin: Missing holiday book: Little Bear’s Valen-
tine. If you have it, please return it.
Bulletin: "is is my last Danby Area News submis-
sion. After 20+ years, I will step to the other side of the 
library desk and continue as a patron. "ank you to all 
the wonderful volunteers now and through the history 
of Danby Community Library. #

Danby Big Pumpkin Contest
The Community Council is sponsoring a contest 

for the largest pumpkin grown in Danby in 2017. 
A competing pumpkin must be grown in Danby and 
cared for by the contestant or their family.
If it looks like a pumpkin, we will call it a pumpkin (no 
gourds allowed!). Only one pumpkin can be submitted 
per contestant (multiple contestants per family okay). A 
point score of weight in pounds times the maximum girth 
in inches will be used to determine the largest pumpkin.
"e measurement date is October 8. Pumpkins can be 
brought to Town Hall on the 8th for measurement or a 
representative of Danby Community Council can come 
to the site of the pumpkin and make the measurement.
Contestants are encouraged to register—at any time—
via Email to [wevans@danbycc.org]. Seeds from the Big 
Max pumpkin variety are available at the Town Clerk’s 
Office.
All competing pumpkins are welcome for display at the 
Danby Harvest Festival in October with entrants re-
ceiving a certificate of participation and the top three 
winners an award. #

Not Just 
 For Youth…

Jennings Pond Opens: Swimming
Submitted by Mary Kozak

Swimming at Jennings Pond will be great this 
year!

"anks to our rainy Spring, the water level is back to 
normal and the water has been refreshing since we 
opened for the season on June 22.
"e pond is open seven days a week, but swimming 
hours are dependent on the availability of lifeguards.
Jennings Pond is off Bald Hill Road, half a mile from 
NYS Rt.96B. It is part of Buttermilk State Park and its 
waters feed Buttermilk Falls. Jennings Pond is great for 
swimming, fishing, kayaking and birdwatching!  #

Librarian on Duty•New Hours

Beginning July 1
Tuesdays 5-7pm

Fridays 1:30-3:30pm
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Danby Events Calendar

Danby Area News: Event Calendar

 
9am H Library Volunteers Meeting

 1pm H Seniors BBQ 
7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

 
1-6pm H Danby Comm. Church 
Red Cross Blood Drive

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

Jul 20  
3-6pm H Food Pantry 
7pm H Planning Board Meeting

Jul 24  
Noon-1pm H Mobile Food Truck 
7pm H Conservation Advisory Council Mtg

Jul 28-29  
H Rummage/Yard Sale

Aug 2  
6:30pm H Danby Comm Church 
Sundaes on Wednesdays: Ithaca Concert Band

 H No Seniors 
7pm H Danby Community Council Mtg

 
9am H Library Volunteers Meeting

Aug 9  
6pm H Danby Comm Church 
Sundaes on Wednesdays: Steve Southworth & Rock Rays

 
10am H Bicentennial Celebration

 
7pm H Town Board Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting 
7pm H Fire Dep’t Meeting

 
7pm H Fire District Meeting

Aug 16  
6:30pm H Danby Comm Church 
Sundaes on Wednesdays: Finger Lakes Pipe Band

O E
Danby Community Library Open H Town Hall 

Saturdays, 10am–Noon, Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30pm, 
and when the Open sign is out!

Seniors Strength Training Group H Danby Community Church 
Mondays and "ursdays, 9am.

AA Meeting H Danby Community  Church 
Wednesdays, 7pm.

Danby Quilters Group ( 607.273.2950 
Call for Info.

W T H
H Danby Town Hall
H Danby Fire Hall
H West Danby Fire Hall
H Danby Community Church
H American Legion Post 221
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