
September 2004 FREE TO RESIDENTS

SCOTTISH 
TRADITIONAL SINGERS 

ALISON MCMORLAND 
& GEORDIE MCINTYRE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 
3 PM, DANBY TOWN HALL

 A very special concert of Scottish songs will be 
presented at the Danby Town Hall this month. As part 
of a North American Tour, the husband and wife team 
of Alison McMorland and Geordie McIntyre come to 
us from Perthshire, Scotland. Although essentially solo 
performers, Alison and Geordie have developed a joint 
repertoire based on a fine sense of personal harmony. 

 A Glaswegian of Highland and Irish descent, Geor-
die McIntyre’s lifetime involvement in song, ballad and 
poetry is reflected in his singing, collecting and songwrit-
ing. His early years as a radio and television technician, 
and later as a Modern Studies teacher, coupled to his 
passion for the outdoors have fueled and complemented 
his central interest in folk music. 

 Born in Renfrewshire, Scotland of Ayrshire/Irish 
stock, Alison McMorland’s family was highly musical. 
For many years she lived in Cornwall and then in York-
shire where exploring the folk cultures of these locales 
helped sharpen and define her Scottish identity. She 
came to wider public notice in the early 1970’s and since 
then has been active as a collector, performer, teacher, 
editor, and publisher. Her single-minded commitment 
to developing the traditional arts within the community, 
both in England and Scotland, has embraced pioneering 
and innovative work in oral history and reminiscence, 
children’s folklore, as well as voice workshops and Arts 
for Health. Dick Gaughan said of her: “She is, in her 

field, one of the greatest singers to emerge and her im-
portance cannot be too greatly stressed.” 

 Together Alison and Geordie have an extensive 
repertoire, and have sung at clubs and festivals in most 
corners of Britain, Ireland, and more recently in the 
USA. Their music will transport you to the beauty of 
the Highland hills.

 Alison McMorland and Geordie McIntyre will 
perform at 3:00 pm on Saturday, September 18th in 
the Danby Town Hall. For part of their performance, 
they will be joined by Danby resident Pamela Goddard. 
Appropriate for the entire family, the music is sure to 
delight the ear. This concert, free and open to everyone, 
is made possible through the efforts of the Danby Com-
munity Council concert series, and is supported by a 
grant from the New York State Council on the Arts and 
Community Arts Partnership of Tompkins County De-
centralization Program.

WEST DANBY PICNIC
 Croquet and badminton will be highlighted at this 
year’s West Danby Picnic, to be held at 4:00 pm on Sun-
day, September 12. The Hatchs will again host the event 
at their pavilion and park-like setting on Short Road. 
The event is dish-to-pass, with lemonade provided, as 
well as a grill for those needing one. Bring your friends! 

FIRE COMPANY 
REPORT

 2 fire calls in July, for a total of 30 from January 
2004 through July; 6 rescue calls in July for a total of 48 
from January 2004 through July.

Submitted by Beatrice Hogben, Trustee
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DANBY AREA NEWS
September 2004
Layout: Jim Houghton
Database: Nancy Law
Mailing: Eileen Wright

To contribute:
Danby Area News
1560 Coddington Road
Brooktondale, NY 14817
Phone/Fax: (607) 272-2107
E-mail: graphict@baka.com

GUIDELINES:
We accept electronic, type-
written or handwritten materi-
als. Please write legibly. 
E-MAIL: If sending a mes-
sage in the body of the e-mail 
message, please use plain 
text rather than HTML format. 
ATTACHMENTS: please send 
Rich Text (RTF) or Text (TXT) 
format, rather than a Word 
document (DOC). Please do 
not embed graphics in the file. 
GRAPHICS: TIFF, PDF, EPS 
or JPEG. If sending a file larg-
er than 1MB, please check 
with us before sending.

Deadline is the 15th of the 
month. Materials may be 
accepted later if time allows. 
Submissions should gener-
ally not exceed one page. We 
cannot print political material 
or letters of opinion.

The Danby Area News (DAN) is a 
publication of the Danby Com-
munity Council (DCC) produced 
by contract with the Town of 
Danby. All statements are those 
of the contributors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
the editors, sponsors, the DCC 
and its officers, or officials and 
employees of the town of Danby 
All works remain © of the con-
tributors. Please provide a SASE 
if you wish to have materials 
returned. The DAN and DCC are 
not responsible for typographic or 
other errors.

We would like to thank these sponsors for their help:
PATRONS:
GNOMON COPY
407 Eddy Street • Threshold Plaza by Tops • 272-3333
Resumés • Theses • Reports • Self-Serve Color Copies

SUPPORTERS:
THE DANBY MARKET
1774 Danby Road • 272-2555

CONTENTED COUNTRY GIFTS
297 Jersey Hill Road • 272-3009 • contentedcountry.com

BLOOM’S SEWING & TAILORING
Debora Elysa Bloom • 210 Yaple Road, Ithaca • 272-8498 
dbloom@twcny.rr.com
Clothing and Home Décor. Alterations, repairs, custom design, new con-
struction, theatrical costuming, performance attire, formal wear.

THE YOGA CORNER 
Offering hatha yoga classes in the Svaroopa style for beginners, seniors, 
pregnancy and more. Great for back care, migraines, and management of 
middle age aches and pains. Located at Community Corners 903 Hanshaw 
Rd. Call Ann Kinner Johnson (Danby resident since 1976) 607 257-3677, 
www.theyogacorner.com <http://www.theyogacorner.com/>

CAROL BUSHBERG, ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER 
Christopher George Real Estate • 304 College Avenue, Ithaca • 607-272- 
8213 •  bushberg@twcny.rr.com
Proud Danbyite since 1990. Highly experienced broker of all types of real 
estate; residential, commercial, land sales. Eager to assist my neighbors in 
all of their real estate needs.

FRIENDS:
SIEGARD’S DAY CARE
335 South Danby Road • 273-2003
NYS Registered—14 years; located 1.5 miles off Rt. 96B.

JESSICA LOVE’S FAMILY DAYCARE
1560 Danby Rd. • 256-8582 • NYS Certified since 1997
Accepting ages 2 and up • Full/Part Time and After School • Food Program 
offered

COMING NEXT MONTH:

DANBY FEDERATED CHURCH 
2004 FALL FAIR ROUND-UP

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 10AM–3PM
CHICKEN BAR-B-Q • BAKE SALE • SILENT AUCTION • 

HOMESPUN GIFTS • MORE 
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DANBY SENIORS
 All Danby senior citizens (age 55 and older) are 
invited to the September 2 dish-to-pass at 6:00 pm at 
the Danby Federated Church. We are fortunate to have 
Rita Rosenberg sharing her experiences in Belize. She 
has given two week seminars for the past four years for 
teachers from the U.S. and Belize at the rain forest in 
Belize. Hope you can come and learn more about our 
south of the border neighbors.

 On Wednesday, September 29, a one day trip is 
planned by bus to Old Forge for a luncheon cruise on 
the first four lakes of the Fulton Chain, then return by 
train to our bus. [Editor’s note: the Fulton Chain of 
Lakes is really beautiful!] A stop in Remsen on the way 
home for dinner. The total cost will be $55 thanks to 
a contribution from Tompkins County to pay for the 
bus. Please contact Barabara Mosher at 272-3730 or 
Nancy Weitzel at 272-6570 to sign up. We always have 
an enjoyable time and the fellowship is great.

Submitted by Priscilla Barber, President, Danby Seniors

JENNINGS POND 
UPDATE
 Well, It was a nasty summer (at least the rain was 
not snow). Jennings Pond officially closed August 23rd. 
for swimming. Due to the numerous rain-out days and 
the life guards returning to school, we had no other op-
tion. The park is still open for picnicking and fishing. 
On behalf of the Jennings Pond team, thank you for 
your support. Have a great fall and winter and we will 
see you next summer. 

Submitted by Amy Cusimano, Pond Director

THANK YOU 
DANBY CITIZENS!
 The Danby Fun Day was such a success. The 
members of the Danby Volunteer Fire Company and 
the Danby Community Council felt that the com-
munity of Danby all came together and made all the 
planning worthwhile.

 The parade, thanks to Amy Cusimano and her 

committee, was exciting, varied, and interesting. It was 
a feeling of pride to see the people lined up beside the 
road in their lawn chairs in anticipation. Also, thanks 
to the West Danby Volunteer Fire Company for pro-
viding traffic control.

 Andrea Hazard and Asher Hockett from the Dan-
by Community Council spent countless hours coordi-
nating the various attractions. There are no adequate 
words to say “thank you” to them.

 The Bar-B-Q cooked by the Danby Fire District 
Commissioners, and chaired by Dick and Judy Oltz, 
netted us $759 profit. They apologize to the persons 
who were disappointed when the chicken supply was 
exhausted before everyone was served. Special thanks 
to persons in the community who don’t belong to 
the Danby Fire Company, but who helped serve the 
chicken and did up all the dishes at the end!!

 The cake wheel netted a profit of $144.25. Many 
thanks to the Danby women who contributed the de-
licious cakes and pies. Gerald Catlin did a great job 
conducting this event. The hot dog and hamburger 
stand showed a profit of $227.20 and we thank Sharon 
Gaden’s relatives for their valuable help with this. The 
book sale, under the direction of Asher Hockett (which 
was a lot of work by him and his committee) showed 
a profit of $50.75. There were donations of $235 by 
vendors and friends of the Danby Fire Company. All 
these proceeds benefited the Danby Fire Company and 
will be used to buy needed equipment for our rescue 
truck.

 And last, but not least, thanks to the bands “Flunk 
School” and Mike Dawson’s “Generation Gap” (play-
ing enjoyable music for ALL AGES), Bob the Letter-
man, the Flashing Feathers archery setup (thanks to 
Steve Barber and his crew), the vendors galore, the 
white elephant sales, the Ross Park Mobile Zoo, the 
wonderful games for children under the direction of 
Kate Gross (our Danby Youth Manager), the special 
ceremony for the dedication of plaques, and the vari-
ous other displays made for a fun and memorable day. 
Next year’s Fun Day will be July 16th. Save the date.

Submitted by John & Sharon Gaden and 
Beatrice Hogben
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FUN DAYS PARADE 
 The 2004 Danby Fun Days Parade was a great 
success. Thank you to all of our participants: Dawson 
Trucking, Nancy Moore, Danby Federated Church 
Youth Choir and the Food Pantry, The Pirates Club, 
TCAT Trolley, Snow top Farm, Danby Highway De-
partment, The Salvation Army Band, Andy Thurnheer, 
Carol Bushberg, Faith Sternstein and the Liberian 
music group, Bagpiper Dave Cook, Thomas and Liam 
Cooper, The Limo Diva’s and the Danby Fire Depart-
ment.

 A big thank you goes to the West Danby Fire De-
partment for their help with traffic control and to Bill 
Hall and the Danby Highway Deptartment for supply-
ing us with equipment. We would also like to thank 
Rick Dobson for the use of his property for parade line 
up and for the announcer’s stand. See you in 2005!

Submitted by the Danby Parade Committee

OTHER FUN 
DAY THANKS
From Andrea Hazard:
Thanks to the hard work of many volunteers, Danby 
Fun Day was a big success. For those of you who missed 
the event, there was an impressive parade, a variety of 
entertainment and displays, over a dozen vendors, and 
a sold-out chicken dinner.  We already have bigger and 
better plans for next year’s Fun Day, to be held Satur-
day, July 16th, so mark your calendar!

From Naomi Strichartz:
A huge thank-you to Amy and Asher for making the 
parade a big success. It was impressive. And to Sue for 
her help and the great signs.

CAN EMERGENCY 
PERSONNEL FIND YOU?
 If you have an emergency at your home and need 
to call for police, medical or fire personnel, can these 
responders find your house? Surprisingly, many resi-
dences in the Danby Fire District, encompassing mail-
ing addresses in Brooktondale, Danby, Ithaca, Spencer, 
West Danby, and Willseyville, are difficult to spot be-

cause they are poorly marked. If an address is difficult 
to find in the daylight, think how much more difficult 
it might be to find during nighttime! This difficulty 
translates to lost minutes in coming to your aid. Please 
take time today to make sure your house numbers are 
clearly visible from the road.

 For best visibility, we ask that all numbers be a 
minimum of 4” tall. Numbers on mailboxes should be 
visible from both directions along the road. This may 
mean affixing numbers on both sides of your mailbox. 
Residents living in apartments, duplexes, town houses, 
or other complexes should make sure their house num-
bers can be distinguished from others. Please replace 
any deteriorating or faded numbers. Numbers are sold 
in most hardware stores. Also remove overgrown veg-
etation if necessary.

 The Danby Fire Company is sponsoring a sale of 
address number signs to the community. These num-
ber signs are designed to be placed along the road in 
front of your house, preferably near your driveway en-
trance. Number signs such as these are becoming more 
popular and can be seen in many surrounding towns. 
Numbers are white and 4" tall and custom-made on a 
green metal reflective vinyl background that is 6" wide. 
The standard sign length is 18". Up to 5 numbers are 
printed on both sides so that they can be seen along 
the road from either direction. You decide whether you 
want the numbers to read horizontally or vertically.

 Each set of numbers costs $12.00 and they can be 
mounted on a metal support post for an additional $5, 
which includes mounting hardware. Without the post, 
you will need to mount the numbers yourself utiliz-
ing the pre-drilled holes in the sign corners. Members 
of the fire company will assist anyone who needs help 
setting up these number signs. To order for addresses 
within the Danby Fire Company response area, please 
call Neal Franklin at 273-3831. For addresses within 
the West Danby Fire Company response area, please 
call Steve Cortwright or Marrell Schutt at 564-0020. 
Completed number sets will be delivered free of charge 
to your residence or can be picked up by appointment 
at the Danby Fire Station, 1780 Danby Road. We will 
contact you when your order is completed.

 Whatever type of sign you choose, please take care 
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that it identifies your residence clearly. We hope for 
heightened awareness of this concern and a great com-
munity response. Your Volunteer Fire Company hopes 
that you won’t need us, but if you do we want to be sure 
to find you as quickly as possible.

SECOND HEARING 
ON MORATORIUM
 The Town Board will hold a public hearing at 
7pm on Monday, September 13 to consider adopting 
a revised version of the proposed moratorium local law 
on applications for subdivisions and rezonings that 
was originally proposed in June. One of the reasons 
the board did not vote on the June version of the law 
was the request of the developers of the CMC subdivi-
sion, proposed for land opposite Nelson Road, to be 
exempted from the moratorium because this project 
had been under town review for several months.

 A Memorandum of Understanding resulted from 
negotiations with those developers that reduces the in-
consistencies with the Comprehensive Plan. The town 
board now proposes to adopt a revised law that excludes 
proposals that have received conceptual approval. The 
CMC subdivision is the only one in that position, and 
in fact recently also received preliminary and final sub-
division approval from the planning board.

 The draft local law includes findings that it is 
necessary to review town land use laws in order to as-
sure consistency of those laws with the comprehensive 
plan, and that projects, if allowed to proceed under the 
current laws, might not be consistent with the comp 
plan. The draft local law provides a 6-month time for 
review and modification of town land use laws for this 
purpose.

 Although there is little difference between this ver-
sion of the moratorium proposal and the earlier one, 
the board would welcome additional comments at this 
hearing. 

TASK FORCE UPDATE
 The next meeting of the Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation Task Force will be at 7:30 P.M. on 

Wednesday, September 8. At the last meeting in July, 
we ranked an augmented list of open space protection 
strategies and grouped them in ways that seemed to 
make sense. Four committees were formed to investigate 
the chosen strategies and consider their application to 
Danby. They will report their findings and recommen-
dations to the full group in September for feedback. 
The full group will evaluate the proposals and consider 
whether they adequately address the need. If not, we 
will decide how to deal with that. The committees as 
set up last time might be asked to modify or refine their 
proposals. Possibly committees could be combined or 
work together so the proposals can be integrated into 
a comprehensive package. If this all sounds rather flex-
ible, that’s because it is. Those involved in the work of 
the task force are shaping the effort. 

 This focused effort surrounding open space protec-
tion strategies is just the first phase of a much larger 
effort on which we will shortly embark to answer the 
“what do we want?” and “where do we want it?” ques-
tions in planning Danby’s future. Within the scope 
of the comprehensive plan vision there is plenty of 
latitude to accommodate a variety of scenarios for a 
future Danby. The plan for the Task Force is to cre-
ate a specific vision of Danby’s future and to position 
our government to help make it happen. The issues we 
will be dealing with as part of this process are of great 
importance to all of us. You can contribute the most to 
our collective welfare by being an active member of the 
Task Force. Now is a good time to jump in. 

Joel Gagnon, Task Force Chair

DANBY SHIRTS
ADULT, SMALL–2XX: $10.50

CHILD, SMALL–LARGE: $7.50
Shirts available at the Danby Market

Proceeds to benefit the Fire Department
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TOWN HOURS
TOWN CLERK
Tues–Fri 9am–4pm, Sat 9am–noon
Ph: 607-277-4788 • Fax: 607-277-0559

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
93 Hornbrook Road, Ithaca, NY 14850
Monday–Thursday 6am–4:30pm • Ph: 272-9169

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE
Wednesday–Friday 10am–5pm or by appointment
Ph: 607-277-0799 • Fax: 607-277-0559

TOWN COURT:
Tuesday eve, 7pm
Ph: 607-277-4788 • Fax: 607-277-0559

DANBY COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Tues & Thurs 3:30–5:30pm, Sat 9:30am–2:30pm

All offices at the Danby Town Hall, 1830 Danby 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850, except where noted.

COUNTY ACCEPTING 
PROJECT PROPOSALS 
 The Tompkins County Department of Planning 
invites communities and organizations to submit Pre-
liminary Project Proposals for activities in the categories 
of Housing, Public Facilities, and Microenterprise. A 
selected project may become the subject of a Tompkins 
County application to the New York State Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Small Cities Pro-
gram 2005 competitive grant round. Projects that will 
implement actions identified in the Draft Tompkins 
County Comprehensive Plan are encouraged. 

 The New York State CDBG Small Cities Program 
is a federally funded program authorized by Title I of 
the Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974. The primary objective of the CDBG program 
is to develop viable communities by providing decent 
housing and a suitable living environment by expand-
ing economic opportunities, principally for low- and 
moderate-income persons. At least 70 percent of grant 
funds must be used for activities that benefit low- and 
moderate-income families or aid in the prevention or 
elimination of slums or blight. Under unique circum-
stances, Small Cities funds may be used to meet urgent 
community development needs. 

 Funding may be used by municipalities for projects 
in three categories: Housing (rehabilitation, homeown-
ership, private water/wastewater system assistance or 
construction of new affordable housing), Public Fa-
cility (infrastructure or service-related projects), and 
Microenterprise. The maximum grant amount for 
single purpose grants for Housing and Public Facilities 
projects is $600,000. The maximum grant amount for 
Microenterprise projects is $400,000. The maximum 
grant amount for comprehensive grants serving a 
particular area is $650,000. Contact the Tompkins 
County Department of Planning at 274-5560 or 
<planning@tompkins-co.org> to request a project pro-
posal form. Proposals will be accepted until September 
17, 2004.  A public hearing will be held at the County 
Legislature on September 7 at 5:30 pm to discuss the 
CDBG program and identify county needs and priori-
ties.

HISTORY NOTES
BY JOAN GRANT, TOWN 
HISTORIAN
 About a year and a half ago, Carol kammen, the 
Tompkins County Historian, sent a letter to inform me 
that the Glenn Norris book “Place Names in Tompkins 
County” was being revised. She asked if I might like 
to contribute to the endeavor as Danby’s Town His-
torian. I replied that I was eager to help. I spent many 
months doing researchand talking with those familiar 
with Danby’s history. Not all of my place names were 
included but those that were are of interest  and help 
explain Danby’s unique heritage.

 Should you be interested in purchasing a copy of 
the book, they are available at the Danby Town Clerk’s 
officeor at the Tompkins County Recycling Center. The 
cost is $6 and they are not available in bookstores. 
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SEPT. CALENDAR
Town Board AGENDA MEETING— Wednes-
day, September 1, 7pm, Town Hall.

Danby Senior Citizens—Thursday, September 
2, 6pm, Danby Federated Church. See page 3.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TASK FORCE—
Wednesday, September 8, 7:30pm, Town Hall.

West danby Picnic—Sunday, September 12, 
4pm, Hatch’s Pavilion.

Town Board Public Hearing—Monday, 
September 13, 7pm, Town Hall. Proposed Local Law. 
Regular meeting of Town Board to follow.

Primary Election—Tuesday, September 14, 
noon–9pm, Districts 1 & 3 at Town Hall, District 2 
at West Danby Fire Station. 

Planning Board—Thursday, September 16, 
7pm, Danby Town Hall.

Scottish music concert—Saturday, Septem-
ber 18, 3pm, Danby Town Hall. See page 1.

Town Board Budget Meeting—Monday, 
September 20, 7pm, Danby Town Hall.

Board of Zoning Appeals—Wednesday, 
September 22, 7pm, Danby Town Hall.

Town Board Budget Meeting—Monday, 
September 27, 7pm, Danby Town Hall.

Danby Seniors Trip—Wednesday, September 
29. See page 3.

ONGOING
Seniors Strength Training Group—
Mondays, 9am, Danby Federated Church.

West Danby Volunteer Fire Company—
Second Monday, 7pm, West Danby Fire Hall.

Danby Fire Company—Mondays, 7pm, month-
ly meeting the second Monday at 7:30pm.

Danby Food Pantry—Third Friday, 4–6pm, 
1859 Danby Road.

Danby Community library reading 
Group—Fourth Tuesdays, 7pm, TCPL Danby 
Community Library.

Danby Youth Programs
Fall Session 

Here are educational and exciting youth development 
programs for your children to enjoy this fall. Please 
look for Program Brochures at the Danby Town Hall 
and the Danby Community Library, these will have 
more details and registration forms. To have a bro-
chure mailed to you or faxed, please contact Kate 
Gross at 272-2292 Ext. 224. Preregistration is required 
for all programs.

Cooking Danby Style:
Monday, September 20 and 27, 4 to 5:30 pm, Danby 
Federated Church. Grades 4–10.
Come learn how to cook with the garden vegetable 
that were started from seed. Learn new and fun meals 
with fresh fruits and vegetables. Come learn to cook 
for beginners or learn more recipes for the experi-
enced youth cook. 

September Sampler: 
Monday, September 20 and 27, Danby Federated 
Church, 6:30 to 8 pm. All ages.
Come fi nd out the different programs that will be run 
for youth in Danby in the coming year. Sample many 
different crafts, activities and fun programs for all ages.

Youth Business: 
Thursday, September 16, 23, 29, 4 to 6 pm, Fire Hall 
Pavilion. Grades 4–11.
Youth will learn how to start a business and create the 
products that they want to market.

The Danby Youth Flyer is sponsored in part by United 
Way of Tompkins County.
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SENIOR OUTING SEPT. 29
 WEST DANBY PICNIC SEPT. 12

SCOTTISH MUSIC SEPT. 18 


